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palace, to justify a long-meditated reconstruction,
to procure funds by the appropriation of whatever
was left by the fire; in a word, to satisfy the foolish
vanity which would willingly have had Rome to
rebuild, that it might henceforth date from his reign
and be known as Neropolis.

Every respectable inhabitant of the city was out-
raged. The most precious antiquities of Borne, the
houses of old captains still decorated with triumphal
spoils, the holiest objects, the trophies, the ancient
ex votos, the most venerated temples, all that be-
longed to the ancestral Eomaii worship, had disap-
peared. There was an universal mourning for the
recollections and the legends of the land. It was in
vain that Nero undertook at his own cost to relieve
the misery which he had caused: it was in vain that
he pointed out that all that had been done really
amounted to no more than a clearing and a cleansing^
and that the new city would be far superior to the
old: no true Eoman would believe him: all, to
whom a city was something more than a mere heap
of stones, were wounded to the heart: the conscience
of the country was hurt. This temple, built by